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restraint that separates us from the brute.  If we will be men
walking with our heads erect and not walking on all fours, let
us understand and put ourselves under voluntary discipline and
restraint.
Young India, 23-1-1930
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STUDENTS  AND  CHARACTER
A retired Inspector of Schools (Punjab) writes:
"You might have noticed that there has been a considerable stir
among the college students of our province since the last session of the
Congress. A new fire seems to be burning in the young heart. Being the
chief origin of his fire, and so mainly responsible for the direction it
might take, I trust, you will consider the following two points connected
with the matter and give your opinion:
" 1. I have not the least objection to the boys' expressing their
love for their motherland or yearning for Home Rule on proper
occasions without transgressing the bounds of true ' non-violence'.
But when they take to uttering, in season and out of season, revolu-
tionary cries, clearly showing an aggressive or hateful spirit, I am
afraid, they are positively guilty of 'violence'. Is not the cry
' Down, down with the Union Jack' open to this charge ?
"2. Hardly anything worth the name is done in our schools
and colleges in the way of character-building. Will you, then, let
our youth follow the impulse of the moment, sacrificing decency
and discipline and not caring a straw for their various duties as
students ? Should not, therefore, formation of proper character in
our young people be the first care of all concerned ? "
I have already written about the cries in a previous but
recent issue of Young India. I fully agree that * Down with the
Union Jack' smells of violence. There are several other objec-
tionable cries that have come into vogue. One who believes in
non-violence even as a policy may not utter those cries. They do
no good and may do harm. A disciplined young man will not
utter those cries. It is certainly opposed to Satyagraha. As for
the second point raised by the writer, he has evidently failed to
see that the authorities are reaping as they have sown. The
system of education is responsible for the lack of character
wherever it shows itself. The remedy now is not to seek my opi-
nion or assistance, but for the teachers to make common cause